“Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from
your country to the land which | will show you...”
So Abram went forth as the Lord had spoken to
him....” Genesis 12:1, 4

It’s Time to Move

First of all let me thank you for your prayers as | have
spent these past few months preparing to make the
move to Kyushu. | went down in mid-April to search for
the place God would have me live, with the belief that
the fulfillment of God’s purpose in this move will have
direct connection to the place he guides me to make my
new home. | had looked on the internet before going and
felt particularly led to one certain apartment. Location?
Cost? Floorplan? Evangelism opportunities? Yes, all the
above. | went “looking” with Pastor and Mrs. Numa, be-
cause | felt it important that the place chosen match their
expectations for my work there. Well, we went to this
place first, and nothing we saw afterwards even came
near the excitement raised by this first place. | felt strong
affirmation from the Numas, and signed the contract for
this apartment in Chikuzen-cho, which is about a twenty
minute drive from Futsukaichi Church.

As you can see
by the picture, it is
right in the middle of
a rural area, but the
word rural doesn’t do
justice. There are al- '
most 30,000 people &
living in Chikuzen-
cho, and there is NO
church there.

So, while my main assignment is to serve with the
Futsukaichi Church, | am in a place to make contacts and
till the soil for a possible church plant in one of the 1,500
small towns and villages in Japan with population be-
tween 3,000 and 50,000 which have no church atall. |
feel strongly that God has led me to this place. Please
pray as | begin to live there from this month.
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My apartment building, right beside the rice fields.

God Loves Japan!

Of course, you already know that God loves Japan,
but unfortunately there are many in this modern nation

who still haven’t gotten the message. With all the
wonders of modern communication, | still meet
people everywhere who haven’t heard the Gospel.
| am all for the use of computers and smart phones,
but some things
can never be
replaced. While
stuck in a traffic
jam during the
drive down to
Kyushu, | was
overjoyed to see
this sign along
the Tomei Ex-
pressway. Un-
der the words “God loves you” is the name of a
local church. This is a “first sighting” for me in Ja-
pan. May the Good News continue to find new (and
old) ways of being communicated to the people of
Japan.

A Seed that Falls to the Earth

You will remember that in my last prayer letter
| shared with you about Tama Sei’s relationship
with Japanese freelance journalist Kenji Goto who
was murdered by ISIS. John 12:24 reassures us that
“a kernel of wheat that falls to the ground and dies
will produce many seeds.” The truth of these words
once again was verified when Yuriko Takahashi, a
graduate of and current social studies teacher at
Tamagawa Seigakuin was baptized on Pentecost
Sunday. While Ms. Takahashi has been seeking for
many years, it was the testimony and faith-walk of
Kenji Goto that moved her to finally make her pub-
lic commitment to Jesus. Please join with me in
thanksgiving for this new sister in the Lord, and for
the continuing testimony of the life of Kenji Goto.

Notice!!

This June, Tamagawa Seigakuin will hold its
first ever “Week of Peace” which will include chap-
el services on the theme of peace with some spe-
cial guest speakers, an after-school lecture on
peace and an essay contest named in honor of Ken-
ji Goto to be held among Christian schools in Japan.
Over the past year, Tama Sei has also developed a
new level of relationship with Hiroshima Jogakuin,
an all-girls Christian school in Hiroshima. This year







